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Our original and flagship service

• Free advice on any planning matter
• Used by Community Councils, community groups, 

business start-ups and individuals

✓ Independent & impartial
✓ Confidential
✓ Advice from chartered planners
✓ Volunteer-led
✓ Facilitating approach

For more info click here

You are running a 
wonderful and 
much needed 

service –
thank you

What We Do: Planning Advice

I am so glad I 
contacted you 

and did not 
expect such a 

personal service

https://www.pas.org.uk/what-we-do/advice/


For: Community Councils, Elected Members, stakeholder groups, 
planners, & our Volunteers

Focusing on:

• Understanding planning & how to get involved

• Community engagement & facilitation skills, & 
much more

• Bespoke approach

• Delivered by chartered planners

For more info click here

What We Do: Training

Totally brilliant - I had 
been worried I would find it a 
snooze-fest – however, the 

absolute opposite! … 
interesting, invigorating & 

instilled confidence in 
tackling planning matters as 

a Community Councillor

https://www.pas.org.uk/what-we-do/training/


What We Do: Community Led Plans

For more info click here

Community-led plans

Spatial focus

Local Place Plans

Wider

placemaking focus

Community Action 
Plans

https://www.pas.org.uk/what-we-do/community-led-plans/


What We Do: Policy

Responding to Scottish Government 
consultations with a focus on effective 
engagement & user experience

As a key provider of elected members’ 
training on planning, we responded to this 
recent consultation



Scottish Planning System
Key Features & Developments from the 2019 Act



Planning: Origins & Evolution

1900 -- Early housing & town planning Acts 

1947 Establishment: public interest; health 
inequality; forward planning; regulatory

1950-70s Mass home-building; new towns

1970s Public consultation agenda

1990s Sustainability agenda

2006 Planning (Scotland) Act: introduced 
National Planning Framework

2019 Planning (Scotland) Act: focus on 
climate change; role of NPF4 role; new 
homes; collaboration

The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019, 
Section 1 defines the purpose of the 
planning system for the first time and 
as the follows:

“The purpose of planning is to manage 
the development and use of land in the 
long-term public interest*.”

*anything which “contributes to 
sustainable development or achieves 
the National Outcomes”.



Scottish Planning Context

Prepared by Scottish Government 
& COSLA. Click here for more.

National Performance Framework

Place Principle

The Place Principle is the 
overarching context for place-
based working in Scotland.

Place Standard

Developed by the Scottish 
Government with Public Health 
Scotland and others. Click here 
for more.

https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/what-it
https://www.ourplace.scot/about-place/place-principle
https://www.ourplace.scot/tool


The Development Plan

The key planning concept to know:

Local 
Place Plans

National Planning 
Framework 4

Local Development 
Plan

Regional Spatial 
Strategies

The Development Plan



National Planning Framework 4
Focus on Climate Change and Net Zero



National Planning Framework 4

• Significantly 
strengthened by the 
Planning (Scotland) Act 
2019, including setting 
policy nationally

• Adopted by Scottish 
Ministers February 2023

• Click here to view.

➢ National Spatial Strategy 
for Scotland to 2045

➢ 18 National Developments

➢ 33 National Planning 
Policies – these policies 
must be used by planning 
authorities in determining 
planning applications

https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/


National Planning Framework 4: Outcomes



National Planning Framework 4: Spatial Strategy

Policies & National Developments are grouped 
by 3 themes:

• These three themes are overarching across 
the whole framework

• It is not by accident that the first theme 
focuses on climate change and sustainability



National Planning Framework 4: Spatial Strategy

Cross-cutting Outcome & Policy Links 
on Reducing Greenhouse Gas 
Emission:

“The global climate emergency and 
nature crisis have formed the 
foundations for the spatial strategy 
as a whole.”

Tackling climate change is embedded 
across NPF4, it is deliberately not 
relegated to one policy



National Planning Framework 4: National Policies

The 33 national policies will be used …

➢ in determining planning applications

➢ by developers promoting development proposals

➢ in representations to planning applications

➢ in determining planning appeals

The new format of NPF, as introduced by the 2019 
Act, sees policy now being set at the national level

Policy control moves from planning authorities to 
the Scottish Government



National Planning Framework 4: National Policies

1. Tackling the climate and nature crises 

2. Climate mitigation and adaptation 

3. Biodiversity

4. Natural places

5. Soils

6. Forestry, woodland and trees

7. Historic assets and places

8. Green belts

9. Brownfield, vacant and derelict land 
and empty buildings

10. Coastal development 

11. Energy

12. Zero waste

13. Sustainable transport

14. Design, quality and place

15. Local living & 20-minute 
neighbourhoods

16. Rural homes

17. Infrastructure first

18. Heat and cooling

19. Blue and green infrastructure

20. Play, recreation and sport

21. Flood risk & water management

22. Health and safety

23. Digital infrastructure

25. Community wealth building

26. Business and industry

27. City, town and local centres

28. Retail

29. Rural development

30. Tourism

31. Culture and creativity

32. Aquaculture

33. Minerals



Policy 1: Tackling the climate & nature crises



a) Development proposals 
will be sited and designed 
to minimise lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions 
as far as possible.

Policy 2: Climate mitigation and adaptation

b) Development proposals 
will be sited and designed 
to adapt to current and 
future risks from climate 
change.

c) Development proposals 
to retrofit measures to 
existing developments
that reduce emissions or 
support adaptation to 
climate change will be 
supported. 



Policy Intent:
• To encourage, promote and 

facilitate all forms of renewable 
energy development onshore and 
offshore. 
This includes energy generation, 
storage, new and replacement 
transmission and distribution 
infrastructure and emerging low-
carbon and zero emissions 
technologies including hydrogen 
and carbon capture utilisation and 
storage (CCUS).

Policy 11: Energy

Policy Outcomes: 
• Expansion of renewable, low-

carbon and zero emissions 
technologies.



What are our climate ambitions for Scotland?

o 70% waste recycled / end to landfill of bio 

waste by 2025 

o 20% reduction in car km by 2030 

o 50% buildings with zero emissions heating 

by 2030 

o 20GW renewable electricity by 2030 

▪ 8-11GW offshore wind 

▪ Further 12GW onshore wind 

▪ 2GW community owned energy  

o 5GW hydrogen production capacity by 2045  

o Carbon capture and storage

o Peatland restoration at scale  

o Woodland expansion at scale

Image courtesy of Climate Ready Places, Adaptation Scotland

https://www.adaptationscotland.org.uk/how-adapt/tools-and-resources/climate-ready-places


Governance & Monitoring

Approaches to Achieving Net Zero Across 

the UK – a recent publication by the Audit 

offices across the four nations.

• Useful overview of UK Net Zero 

performance as a whole

• Sets out monitoring and governance 

arrangements in each nation

• Provides data to contrast and compare 

performance between nations

• Link to document

https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/publications/approaches-to-achieving-net-zero-across-the-uk


Governance & Monitoring

A look at how each nation is performing:



Achieving Net Zero
with Communities

Working in partnership with communities



Achieving Net Zero with Communities

• The Place Standard with a Climate Lens was 
developed to help people understand how 
climate change might play out in a local area 
and support them to design their future place 
with climate in mind.

• Planning Aid Scotland worked with Sniffer and 
the Place and Wellbeing Alliance to test-run the 
Climate Lens tool in the context of a rural 
community taking forward an action planning 
process.

• Morvern climate-focused community-led plan



To Find Out More

• Planning Aid Scotland

• Planning Aid Scotland: Advice Service

• Planning Aid Scotland: Training

• Planning Aid Scotland: Community-led plans

• Planning (Scotland) Act 2019, Summary by Brodies LLP

• Scottish Government: National Performance Framework

• Scottish Government/COSLA: Place Principle

• Place Standard tool

• Scottish Government: National Planning Framework 4

• Scottish Government: Climate Change Plan / targets

• Audit Scotland: Approaches to achieving net zero across the UK

• Scottish Government: Leadership in the public sector on climate 
change

• UK Government: Interministerial Group for Net Zero, Energy and 
Climate Change

• UK Government: Communiqués from the Interministerial Group 
for Net Zero, Energy and Climate Change

• Scottish Parliament: Legislative Consent Memorandum -
Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill

• Video - Planning Aid Scotland & Morvern Community – climate 
focused community-led plan - Submission to Scottish Quality in 
Planning Awards 2023

http://www.pas.org.uk/
https://www.pas.org.uk/what-we-do/advice/
https://www.pas.org.uk/what-we-do/training/
https://www.pas.org.uk/what-we-do/community-led-plans/
https://brodies.com/insights/planning-environment-and-climate/planning-scotland-act-a-handy-guide/
https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/what-it
https://www.ourplace.scot/about-place/place-principle
https://www.ourplace.scot/tool
https://www.transformingplanning.scot/national-planning-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/climate-change/
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/publications/approaches-to-achieving-net-zero-across-the-uk
https://www.gov.scot/policies/climate-change/decarbonisation-in-the-public-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/climate-change/decarbonisation-in-the-public-sector/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/interministerial-group-for-net-zero-energy-and-climate-change-terms-of-reference/terms-of-reference-for-the-interministerial-group-for-net-zero-energy-and-climate-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/interministerial-group-for-net-zero-energy-and-climate-change-terms-of-reference/terms-of-reference-for-the-interministerial-group-for-net-zero-energy-and-climate-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/interministerial-group-for-net-zero-energy-and-climate-change-communiques
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/interministerial-group-for-net-zero-energy-and-climate-change-communiques
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/lcms/levelling-up-and-regeneration-bill/splcms0623.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/lcms/levelling-up-and-regeneration-bill/splcms0623.pdf
https://youtu.be/tKE6yKkeT-I
https://youtu.be/tKE6yKkeT-I
https://youtu.be/tKE6yKkeT-I


Thank you!
pas.org.uk | @PAS_tweets
johanna@pas.org.uk
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